
October 21, 2008



Town Board Minutes

1    
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on October 21, 2008 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

ROSEMARY BOYLE-LASHER
Assistant to the Director 

of DOTS 

JEFF TKACS
DES, Homeland Safety & Security Coor.

KATHLEEN BURLESON

DES Director
CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the VA Rally at the Montrose VA facility last week that was held for the purpose of protecting the Veteran’s medical and overall services that they have been used to since the opening of the VA in 1951. She reminded the residents that Washington Veterans’ Affairs wants to move these services up to Castle Point and they plan to develop the land and lease it to developers with the capacity of 400 units on 160 acres. The Town is very 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

concerned about the scope of this project and its impact. Of the 172 acres, 160 are to be leased to the developer which leaves only 12 acres for the Veterans. Support for the veterans was shown at this protest rally with about 150 attending and efforts will continue to lobby to stop this.

On the same day there was the Annual Charitable Golf Outing at Hollowbrook Golf Course.  It was a successful outing of 14 teams with all proceeds going to the Emergency Service providers.  Supervisor Puglisi thanked the recreation division with special thanks to Ken Sherman.

There will be the Annual Halloween Hobgoblin Parade at 12 noon, October 25th at Cortlandt Town Center and annual Halloween party on Halloween at 6:30 p.m at the Community Center. 
Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the difficult economic period and that it does trickle down to local government with less funds being available.  The Town is working on the 2009 budget and doing it’s best to keep Town taxes as low as possible. She stated is will be difficult to keep it low at 0% as in the past but promises to be as low as is possible and keep up the services as they are now with no layoffs.  There will be a press conference the following week to discuss the budget.

Supervisor Puglisi discussed the brochure for CHOP, the program for lower oil rates and introduced Jeff Tkacs, coordinator of the plan, to discuss the program.
Jeff Tkacs stated that so far the Town has received approximately 650 registrations to enroll in CHOP. The brochure was sent to all 12,000 households with the mission of the plan being that the homeowners can purchase oil at less than current retail prices. He named the participating oil companies and explained the registration process.  The residents are to call and make arrangements from the company of their choice. Further questions can be answered by his office or by visiting the website or e-mailing inquiries. He feels that the program is successful and the registration intake will continue.
ROLL CALL 

On a roll call attendance was taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board Members indicated their presence.  

* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS 

Councilmember Farrell: spoke of the Town’s awareness of the economic situation and its impact on the residents. The Town has been adjusting operations and preparing the budget to try to cut expenses without impacting 
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

services and keeping tax increases reasonable. He stated that this evening there will be an Energy Audit report to see how the Town can be more efficient in the Town facilities in order to save money as well as being “green”. Councilman Farrell also spoke of his meeting with the Town School Boards and others concerning the impact of decreasing of property valuations. The School districts wanted to know about future housing projects so they can assess how it affects their budget and the student expense and how to prepare for these impacts.  They are all working together to get through this hard time and he then acknowledged the work of the Town staff and especially the work of Tom Wood, Town Attorney, and his efforts to explain to those involved the integration of all the changes into our processes.
Councilmember Lindau: Also wanted to mention the benefits of the Energy Audit report and she urged everyone to go out and vote on November 4th.

Councilmember Becker:  Thanked Jeff Tkacs for his hard work and dedication on the oil plan. He urged residents to send in their applications as there will be more power for negotiating in the future for better prices and reminded the residents to insist on the Cortlandt Oil Plan. Councilmember Becker reported that other Towns are also putting a program together and that perhaps in the future the Town can work together with them.

Councilmember Sloan: “Go for the Green” tip of the Month- discussed the
savings in turning down the thermostat. He stated that it cost homeowners an average of 2-4% more per degree and if the cost of the heating is about $100 per month that by setting the thermostat down 2 degrees, it can translate to approximately a savings of $72 per year.  
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 16, 2008 and the Special Meeting of September 22, 2008 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

NONE
HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
Alexander Kaspar, Putnam Valley- Owner of Valley Brook Farm and Cimarron Ranch
Stated various positions he has held and indicated that he specializes in soil amendments. He spoke regarding the Ash Pit in Cortlandt and stated that he is in 100% agreement with the Town on its misgivings on bringing in the contaminated soil. He offered to make grass grow on the Ash Pit and stated that he has not gotten responses back from anyone in the DEC.  
At this point, Supervisor Puglisi gave a chronicle of events that have led up to this issue of the contaminated soil being transported to the Ash Pit.  She said that it would set a precedent for the capping and she would not let that happen.

Mr. Kaspar stated that more than the stated cubic yards is not enough and discussed the increased cost to the taxpayers and that it is a very wrong thing to do.  He stated he can solve the problem at much less cost to the taxpayers and offered to give his contact information to the Supervisor.
BID REPORTS 

NONE
REPORTS
Councilmember Becker moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.  

May, 2008 from the Recreation Division of DES

July, 2008 Report from DES/Highway

August, 2008 Report from DES/Highway

September, 2008 from the Water Division of DOTS, the Office for the Aging, the Purchasing Department, the Receiver of Taxes, Town Justices, and the Town Clerk

OLD BUSINESS:
Receive and File the following:

1.
Report from DES with respect to the Cortlandt Ridge Homeowners Association request for a three-way stop sign; and a memo from DOTS with respect to same.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE
NEW BUSINESS
Councilmember Lindau moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:  

Receive and File the following:
1.
Letter from the New York State DEC regarding contaminated soil being transferred to the Westchester County Ash pit; and authorize a Resolution in opposition to the DEC position and once again request that the County’s DEF reject the contaminated soil.

2.
Letter from Thomas Daniele with respect to Skylark Drive; and refer to DES and DOTS.

3
Letter from Thomas Donahue with respect to vehicle parking around the beach area at Steamboat Dock; and refer to DES and Verplanck Residents Association.

4.
Petition from residents of Wild Birch Farms Condominium and Armstrong Street with respect to a barricade on Armstrong Street; and refer to DOTS and DES, Law Department, Fire Department, Ambulance and Police Departments.

5.
Letter from Doryl Wolfe of Tamarack Drive requesting a sign; and deny same.

6.
Memo from Councilwoman Ann Lindau with respect to a New York Times article on wind power; and refer to the Law Department and Planning to consider recommending any Zoning changes with respect to same.

There was no discussion.     All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO. 258-08 RE: Resolution in opposition to the DEC position 

and once again request that the County’s DEF reject the contaminated soil.
RESOLUTIONS:
(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Farrell moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Sloan that the following resolutions be adopted:

RESOLUTION NO. 259-08 RE: Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with 

respect to the Indian Brook/Croton Gorge Watershed.
RESOLUTION NO. 260-08 RE: Resolution directing staff to review and 

develop updates to the Town’s current Special Permit with respect to 

blasting and mining for Town Board consideration; and refer to the

 Law Department and DOTS/Code Enforcement.
RESOLUTION NO. 261-08 RE: Resolution directing staff to review and 

update the Town’s leak adjustment policy for Town Board consideration; 

and refer to the Law Department, Comptroller and DOTS/Water.
RESOLUTION NO. 262-08 RE: Resolution directing staff to review the 

Town’s building codes and permits with respect to energy efficient 

construction and green building incentives for Town Board consideration;

 and refer to the Law Department, DOTS/Code Enforcement and the 

Greening Coordinator.
RESOLUTION NO. 263-08 RE: Resolution directing staff to develop criteria

 with respect to the placement of speed tables/humps; and refer to the Law

 Department, DES and DOTS
RESOLUTION NO. 264-08 RE: Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with

 Westchester County with respect to access to telecommunications

 services and Lightpath.
RESOLUTION NO. 265-08 RE: Authorize the Purchasing Director to seek 
bids with respect to heating oil for Town facilities and include bio-fuel.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 266-08 RE: Authorize the Homeland Safety Coordinator 
to apply for a Citizen Corps Council Grant.
RESOLUTION NO. 267-08 RE:Resolution in support of the 2009 New York
 State Quadricentennial Celebration; and forward to the NYS 
Quadricentennial Chairperson.
RESOLUTION NO. 268-08 RE: Authorize the emergency purchase of a 
pump with respect to the Stephens Lane Sewer facility.
Discussion:

Supervisor Puglisi commented that the Quadricentennial celebration has a very 
active volunteer committee working for 2 years and anyone who would like to
help out please contact the Supervisor’s office.

All voted AYE

Councilmember Farrell moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Sloan that the following resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION NO. 269-08 RE: Authorize the purchase of two mobile homes 
with respect to the Martin Trailer Park.
Town Clerk Dyckman polled the Board:

Councilmember Sloan:
Yes

Councilmember Becker:
Abstain

Supervisor Puglisi:

Yes

Councilmember Lindau:
No

Councilmember Farrell:
Yes

The motion was Carried

Councilmember Farrell moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Sloan that the following resolutions be adopted:

RESOLUTION NO. 270-08 RE: Authorize an Agreement with SPCA for 2009.
There was no further discussion.
All voted AYE

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA
Councilmember Sloan moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.  

1. 
Memo from DES with respect to parking at the Tollhouse.
2.
Energy Audit Report; and Establish an Energy Committee to develop goals for 2009 and beyond.

RESOLUTIONS NO. 271-08 RE: Establish an Energy Committee to develop 

goals for 2009 and beyond.
RESOLUTION NO. 272-08 RE: Schedule a Special Town Board Meeting for 
November 3, 2008 to Receive and File the 2009 Tentative Budget.
RESOLUTION NO. 273-08 RE: Authorize Work Change Order with respect to 

the Cortlandt Youth Center
RESOLUTION NO. 274-08 RE: Authorize Work Change Order with respect to 

the Cortlandt Youth Center.
RESOLUTION NO. 275-08 RE: Authorize the repair of a washout on Oregon 

Road in the area of Root Street.
RESOLUTION NO. 276-08 RE: Award a contract for snow and ice removal

for the 2008-2009 season.
RESOLUTION NO. 277-08 RE: Accept security in the amount of $35,000 as

required by the Planning Board with respect to Henning Drive.
RESOLUTION NO. 278-08 Re: Authorize the use of the Cook Pool Parking

 lot for a tag sale on November 1st.
Discussion: 
Supervisor Puglisi stated that this is the Energy Audit Report for the Town Hall 
and there will be a staff committee that will be put together and will report back to 
the Town Board by the first quarter of 2009 for implementation.  She thanked the 
company that did this, the Daylight Savings Company for this report and Andrew
Fisher who was instrumental in putting this together.
Councilmember Lindau asked about the tag sale near Cook Pool Park. Tom 
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Wood explained that there are houses that adjoin the property whose access to 
their houses is to ride through this parking lot and that the Town has no problem
with this.
There was no further discussion.

 All voted AYE
BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmember Becker and Councilmember Lindau moved to adopt the following resolution:
RESOLUTION NO. 279-08– RE:  Authorize budget transfers.
Discussion:
Glenn Cestaro, Town Comptroller, gave explanation of the two transfers on the agenda, a copy of which is affixed to the original resolution.

There was no further discussion.

All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *      

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

NONE

* * * * * * * * * *      

REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES

NONE

SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS
John DeBenedictus- Westminster Drive

Discussed Hendrick Hudson School District and the salaries of its administrators

 and his surprise of their concern about the property valuations. He spoke of the 

spending by this district and their practice of “spend and tax”.

Councilmember Farrell stated there is always an opportunity to do better, but he 

SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS, cont.

pointed out that the school board is an elected body and that the residents need
to participate in the meetings and perhaps even run for office.  

Supervisor Puglisi commented how she asked the Planning Dept. to put together 

information on future development in the Town for the School Districts.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Lindau moved and Councilmember Farrell seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 8:26 p.m.

 ALL VOTING AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *

Respectfully Submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk 
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